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It being by the conptitution the*duty of the general government to provide for the common defence, o
ve have represented to the Secretary of War some time since, the éxposed and defenceless situation of

Many patts of Maryland.  So ‘,‘-‘}‘}‘c“,-"f the correspomd - nee with that officer as has relation to his sub-

£ ot, accompajes this commwinication. A copy of a letter written by this depastment Lo ghe president

B f the United States, being in part connected with this gubject, is alo transmitted 1 T'o this Jetter po -

nswer, has been received. L " o L ‘ S

A vacancy in the senate pf the Unit‘ed States hawing‘ happened during the recess of ‘the “legiélamfe‘g, )
he executive proceede_d, m (?0“f01:mlly to the provisions of the constitution of the United Stntes ta ‘
ake a temporary appointment until the next meeting of the legislature, and the honorable Robert
lenty Goldsborough of 'T'albot county was appointed and has been commissioned. ‘

Upon the a’pprba_ch of the enemy to the seat of government, it was deemed ¢xpedient to ofder a -
emoval of the public records.” The legislature will take any order that inay be thought necessary ‘in,
relation to them. = : | T e .

We have thoaght it proper to infroduce these subjects to your nolice at the commencementof a .
session which has been directed in consequence of the present alarming state of (h'ings, : ot
‘We had hoped that answers from the officers of the gerieral government; to the communigations
which we haye"l}'ad the honor to make to them, would have enabled us to have given SOme assurances
of future protection and secarity. 7To provide for the cominon defence was one of the impartant ob-
iects for which the fedeval constitution was formed ; to protect each state agitinst invasion is made the -
imperative duty of the national government, and for that purpose every necessary power is delegited:
tothe nationalauthorities. 'The means of defence reserved tothe state. governments are  very limited |
and their powers in the conduct of a war defined. If, however, the general government should faito
afford adequate security against the violence of the enemy, the law of self preservation; which belongs
to communities as well asto individuals, would demand that every etfort which it is inonr'power ts meke
should be made for the safety of the state.. But it seems necessarily to fo:low, as the defence of the -
union and of the several parts of it has been committed to the general government, that'all expences.
incurr ed in affording protection by the several states bughtvtojﬁd reimbursed by the United States. It -
would be proper therefore, to authorise by Jaw the appointment of ‘officers to keép regular accounts

(with the proper vou;hers) of ._Lhe expences to which the state may be s‘:iq_igjééte,d.'j . B
- We have the honor to be, with much respect, yout obedient servants, ©~ = . .0 o
 Which, with the accompanying documents. was read and ordered tolie on'the table. - = =~ -

On motion by Mr. Lecompte, Ordered, that five hundred. copies of thé communicatian of the exes
cutive, with the accompanying documents be printed for the use of the members: - T e

'On motion by Mr. Young, Ordered, that the committee of claims be instructed o have printedall
papers ordered by this house to be printed during the present sestjon, ~ -~ . B R
" Thehouse adjourns until te-morrow morning 9 o’clock.. = - o

| . -, TUESDAY, My 18, 1818. ~ . B
 The house met. = Present the same members as on yesterday. - The proceedings of yesterday were
yead, SR R DA SR AR S
Frederick Boyer, Fisqiire, a delegate from Kent county; Peter Eimerson, Fsquire, a delegate from
Calvert county; Nicho'as Stonestrect and Clement Dorsey, Esquires, delegaies from Chavles county; -
Pobias E. Stansbury, Esquire, a delegate from Baltimore county; Jgbez Caldwell, Esquive;a delegate,
from T'albot county; Acnold E. Jones, Esquire, a delegate from iSomér_set _c_()unty;‘}ohn R. Evans,
‘Esquire, a delegate from Cecil county; Ephraim K. Wilton and Robert I,/ H.-Handy, Esquires, deles .
gites from Worcester cotnty ; John Forwood {of Wm.) Esquire, a delegate from Harford gounty; - :
f William B. Burney; Esquire, a delégatefrom the city of Baltimore, and’ Joha Buwles, Henry Lewigl
' 'S;;V;Villiam_ B. Williams ,Esquires, delegates from Washington caunty, appearcd in the housc and toold | ~
On motion by Mr. Dorsey, leave given to bring ina billentitled, an act to revive the act entitled, a..'
-»-fnr’th‘eli"sup‘plen’wnt-td‘ the act'entitled, an act for regulating the mode Qf-_suay"in:g_’execmi‘«zs.‘n_s,-.a;ud repeaka
ing the acts of assembly therein mentioned and" for other purposes, . (),Jgtfer;’:(,a{4 that Messrs, Derseyy
Wilson and Hambleton be a committee to prepareand bring in thesame, - & 7. oo B 70

L
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- On motioh by Mr. Dorsey; leave given to bring in,a bill en:jtled, an act to aythorise and empower” -
thelevy courts of the several counties of this state, to Temove the public recovds belonging to'their .
respective counties. Ordered, that Messrs. Dorsey, Lecompte and i N. Willlams be o commiitiee to -
Prepareand bring in the same, - e S N LT T T IR S

. On motion by Mr. Young; Ordered, that a committee be appointed to examineinto thepropriety
of further legislative provision for the speedy printing and distribuiion of the laws: pnd yotes and pro-
teedings of this state, and that they have leave to repert; by bill or otherwise, . oo e
. Messrs. Young, Liecompte and Bawles were appointed a committee.to carry-into sffect thig orden
- Mz, Dorsey delivers a petition from William Hamersly, of Chailes comity, praying that his surname
“and that of his sén Francis may be ¢hanged ; which was read v,and'lj‘gfc"px,ﬂd b Messrs: Daygj,t;y,; Stone~
dreet and Ford, T T U A SR IV
* Onmgtian by Mr, Wilson the following message was read; "

D RY THE BOUSE OF DELEGATIES, May 18, 1813, - o 70 v
 We propose on L'hursday next, if -agreeableta.your house, to go into a joint ballot fop the election - -
of a sanator to.represent this state in the senate of the Uunited States, agreeably to the consiifntjoneof .
the United States, and the provisions of an act of Asseinbly passed at Tiovember session 1808, cntited,”
0 act to-fix the mode of: eleating senatars to renrésant thivstatq in the'sehate of the United Statgs,”

“#And the quostion was put that thahouse agreg to the sume. o o




